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Recognizing Elder Abuse - Information 

What is Elder Abuse? 

In California, elders are defined as persons 65 years and older. Under California law, elder abuse 

can be both civil and criminal.  Elder abuse is a silent problem that robs seniors of their dignity, 

security, and in some cases costs them their lives.  According to the national council on aging, up 

to five million older Americans are abused every year, and the annual loss by victims of financial 

abuse is estimated to be at least $36.5 billion. 

Approximately one in 10 American aged 60 and 

above have experienced some form of elder abuse. 

Some estimates range as high as five million elders 

who are abused each year. The other alarming data 

is that only one in 24 cases of abuse are reported to 

authorities.  The abusers of these older adults are 

both women and men. In almost 60% of elder abuse 

and neglect incidents, the perpetrator is a family 

member.  Two thirds of perpetrators are adult 

children or spouses. 

What makes an older adult vulnerable to abuse could be social isolation and mental impairment 

(such as dementia or Alzheimer’s disease who happens to be among the two major factors.  

Recent studies show that nearly half of those with dementia experienced abuse or neglect. 

Interpersonal violence also occurs at disproportionately higher rates among adults with 

disabilities. 

California Civil law The Welfare & Institutions Code § 15610 defines elder abuse as physical 

abuse, neglect, financial abuse, abandonment, isolation, abduction, or other treatment resulting in 

harm, pain or mental suffering to an elder. It also means the deprivation by a care custodian of 

goods or services that are necessary to avoid physical harm or mental suffering.  Undue influence 

is also considered to be elder abuse. 

The Types of Elder Abuse: 

Abandonment: The desertion of an elder by someone who is a caregiver. 

 

Abduction: The removal, without the consent of the conservator, of a conservatee to another 

state. 
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Financial Abuse: The wrongful taking or use of an 

elder’s funds, property, or other assets. 

 

Isolation: The intentional prevention of an elder 

from receiving mail, telephone calls or visitors. 

 

Mental Suffering: The infliction of fear, agitation, 

or confusion through threats, harassment or other 

forms of intimidating behavior. 

 

Neglect: A caregiver’s failure to assist in an elder’s personal hygiene, failure to provide food, 

clothing or shelter, or protect an elder from health and safety hazards. 

 

Physical Abuse: The infliction of physical pain or injury, sexual assault or molestation, or the use 

of physical or chemical restraints for punishment. 

 

Undue Influence: Is when an inequity occurs where a person uses excessive persuasion on an 

elder that overcomes an elder’s free well and causes an elder to act or refrain from acting in an 

appropriate manner.   

 

California Criminal law Under Penal Code § 368, 

elder abuse occurs when a person knows that victim 

is an elder then inflicts unjustifiable physical pain 

or mental suffering on the elder or willfully causes 

or permits that elder to suffer. It also covers 

situations where a person willfully causes or 

permits an elder to be placed in a situation in which 

their health is endangered.   


